THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
Owing to this creed, woman became, as far as religion
was concerned, the equal of man, just as the slave for the
same reason became the equal of his master whom
Antiquity had considered to be so immeasurably superior
to him. Moreover, the worship of the Virgin, by exalting
one woman, conferred a new dignity on the whole sex.
The adoration of the Virgin, combined with the new
idea of Caritas or Divine Love, led to an estimation and
even over-estimation of woman which, based as it was
on sexual and religious feelings, had lasting effects on
our civilisation. It became a dominating power in men's
nerve-centres and was sublimated into an idea.1 " Chival-
rous " is to this day the word for what is considered the
becoming attitude towards women, in remembrance of
the period in which this new custom was introduced.
In this place, any Marxist would object that the
spiritual movement of Christendom was itself due to
economic causes. According to the Marxist theory,
the rise of Christendom can be rationally explained by
the economic misery in the Roman Empire, which macle
mankind look forward to a blissful state in a future life
as a redeeming hope, while the union of so many nation-
alities in one and the same Empire and the free accord-
ance and subsequent extension of Roman Citizenship
had made an international ideal acceptable to the
inhabitants of the antique world.
The propagation and diffusion of the Christian
religion offers an excellent opportunity to apply, so to
speak, a crucial test to the truth of the Marxist theory
of history.
The diffusion of Christianity in the Old World was
1 Cf, Eduard Wechsskr, Das Kulturproblem des Mittelalters. /. .-
M&m&sang und Ckristentwn, Halle, 1909.